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Religious Education Office 

 

Hello Parents, Stepparents, and Guardians! 

Some of you know me. The rest, I assume, have heard of me or have seen me at church, where I 

greet parishioners every weekend at the start/end of Mass. October 1, 2022 marks the end of my 

eighth year as the Pastoral Associate. This is the second year I am also serving the parish as the 

Parish Catechetical Leader (PCL). My time here has been rewarding and fulfilling—and busy! I 

love the faith family I have here. I am blessed to call parishioners my sisters and brothers in faith. 
 

I am eager to see the growth and accomplishments that this new program year will bring. Our God 

has so many blessings and graces that He wishes to impart to you and to your children, and He 

does that in an especially profound, mystical, and tangible way in the sacraments—the central 

focus of which is the Eucharist, where Jesus gives us His very self in an act of unconditional love. 
 

Sue Alter, the Rel. Ed. administrative assistant, and I have been very busy over the summer 

preparing for this program year. You would be surprised to know how much goes on behind the 

scenes to ensure that our program year runs and runs well. There are several things I will be doing 

differently this year, all with the goals of creating a more enriching faith experience for everyone 

involved and facilitating more genuine encounters with Christ. May the relationships we build this 

year be anointed by the Holy Spirit, Who calls us together in love. And may we all encounter the 

Lord Jesus in a life-changing way in the process. He is the center of all that we do. 
 

Your child’s faith formation is vitally important. Humans are made for communion with God, so 

when our catechists instruct their students in the faith, it is one way of helping them to understand 

and experience God’s love for them and how to respond to it. The goal of their faith formation is 

to deepen their relationship with God, with family and friends, with one another, and with our 

parish community. God is relational by His very nature. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are in an 

eternal communion of love, and we are called to share in—to enter into—that communion. The 

Lord Jesus wants His love to intersect with all the dimensions of our daily existence. 
 

May I invite you to reflect on what I think is the most important task you have as parents? As a 

parent and educator, I understand the importance of leading by example, of putting forward an 

authentic lifestyle where “what I say” and “what I do” are the same. Your children are watching 

you closely, and if they see your love for Jesus in the Eucharist by your regular presence at Mass, 

they will learn to love Him in the sacrament as well. If you want to invest in your children’s future 

and pass on to them a legacy of faith that will give them stability and meaning throughout their 

lives, you can do so now by making Christ a priority in your lives and in theirs. 
 

I also invite you to reflect on how Jesus is calling you to a deeper relationship with Him through 

the faith formation of your children. It is as much an invitation for you as it is for them. 
 

I believe myself to be an approachable and reasonable individual. I consider it a blessing and an 

important responsibility to be entrusted with the faith formation of your children. I ask you to 

support me in that endeavor, and I ask you to pray for me that I may perform my ministry well. 
 

My door is always open to you. Feel free to approach or contact me anytime. 
 

Peace, 

Joel S. Peters 


